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COVER PHOTO / UKIMIDO PAVILION The beautiful hexagonal Ukimido Hall, with a cypress bark roof, floats on Sagiike Pond in Nara Park. A bridge connects the shore to the Ukimido.
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THE MOMENT, AS IT IS.

What has been nurtured by this land over centuries —
neither excessive nor lacking,
but simply existing, breathing deep]y in its true form.

In Né\l‘:l, a New story ngil’lS —one yet unknown to anyone.
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Imaicho, where Edo period townhouses are still c;n‘cﬂl”y preserved. This clmrming
arca holds zlpprnximzltcly 760 l)ui]dings in total, with 500 1)uing craditional

structures.
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Omine, a sacred center of Shugendo.Its streets retain a nostalgic Showa-era charm, lined with

traditional inns, guesthouses, and small local shops.

(
|

BREIZTOWODL D s

WORLD MAPLE PARK ‘HIRARA UbA

19354F 1T 5L &, 20064F 12 FERE & 72 o 1o IHF2 K/ N4 % TR
K2 AR D 77 = F§91,200 54T, 3,0004 2k S il B AM—o
H = FREDE BB VU A DELNRBINSELD 5,

The former Uta Elementary School, built in 1935 and closed in 2006, was
[1‘1111.\\("\\1‘!11(({ into »lilpiln‘,\\ l‘l]]}' !‘ﬂ:lp]c 170[21!1i(111 gi\l‘dﬂn. T‘]"H'L'C th”usllnd m:lplc
trees of 1,200 species grow here. The garden offers beautiful scenery

\'CLH"I'OLlnd.
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Nara Prefectural Museum of Folklore has a total floor area of 4,250 square
meters and houses approximately 45,000 artifacts. It displays folk materials
CO“CC[Cd f}'(‘n] V:ll‘iOLlS locﬂtiﬂnh thl‘oughout thC }7]'Cfif([ul‘f, \72lm1l[0 FO”\’IO]'C
Park (26.6 hectares) features valuable traditional houses (designated as

Important Cultural Properties of Japan) relocated from various parts of Nara.
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The Toin Garden, where imperial banquets and ceremonies were held during the reign
of Empress Shotoku (764—770), has been restored within the site of Heijo Palace, a
UNESCO World Heritage site. (jomplctcd and opcncd to the public in 1\pril 1998, the
garden restoration is based on extensive research and evokes the armosphere of the Nara

period (710-794).
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It is a gentle, grassy mountain. From the top, visitors can enjoy excellent views of Nara Park. On clear days, the
distant Yamato Sanzan Mountains and Mt. Ikoma can also be seen. The historic Uguisuzul(u Kofun tomb,

believed to have been constructed around the sth century, lies at the peak of the historic site.
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The Amakashi no Oka Hill observation plaza offers views of the ancient settlements of Asuka Capital, the Former
3 F

Site of Fujiwarakyo Capital, and rolling blue hills. Located at an elevation of 148 meters, the plaza provides a stunning

3 8 s

panorama of Yamato Province's original territory, from the distant Kongo Mountain Range to the peaks of Yamato

Sanzan, Fujiwarakyo Capital and Asukakyo Capital.
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The Yamanobe no Michi Road winds [hmugh the foothills of the beautiful, blue-hued mountains s[rctching east

of the Nara Basin. Place names and legends connected to the Kojiki, Nihon Shoki, and Manyoshu remain along

the road. Visitors are invited into a world of ancient romance as they pass ancient shrines, old temples, and burial

mounds one after another.
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From Takabatake in Nara City, an castward puth winds [hrough the
Kasugayama Primeval Forest alongside the Noto River, leading to Yagyu Village.
This route is also known as the Takisaka no Michi Road, and the stone
pavements laid 17)' the Nara I’)ng)’(\shn Magistrate's Office during the Edo pcriod

remain today.
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The enshrined deity is Mizuhanome-no-kami, the goddess of everything
(.{ hCl'L’ f‘ﬂl'

victory in battle. Since the Nara period, it has been a sacred site where

related to \V;l[cl‘,/\u‘ording to Icgcnd, Empcl‘m‘ Jimmu pra

the state has performed rain and clear weather prayers. Together, these

stories imbue the plucc with a pmf‘ound sense of historical \\'cigh[.
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As the head temple of the Buzan School of Shingon Buddhism, Hasedera Temple is the origin
of the many “Hasedera Temples™ that exist throughout Japan. This magnificent temple also has
3,000 brilnl:h tl.'n]P]CS. >rhC tCmp]C is fl”l.'d \Vith flUV\'Cl'S t]ﬂ‘uughout [hC seasons iln(i is 11150

called "Hana no Mitera" a temple of flowers.
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Millions ofl\'curs ago, volcanic activity at Mt. Futakami caused }1}'1‘(\clzlstic flows and volcanic ash to accumulate.
Subsequent crustal movements caused uplift, and the landscape transformed into its present form over long

periods of erosion. When viewed from afar, the stone formation takes on the appearance of a gathering of cranes,

hence its name. It is now recognized as a Prefectural Natural Monument.
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The lake formed by the dam is an artificial lake known as Murou Lake. Since
the land was converted into a lake, many native trees remain. On windless

days, the lake's surface becomes like a mirror, offeri ng a mystical lnndscapu
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